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Robert Mudge
Robert “Bob” Mudge, 

51, of Punta Gorda, 
Fla., died unexpectedly 

Tuesday, 
June 14, 
2011. 

He was 
the son of 
William 
C. and 
Carol 
(Perry) 

Mudge of North Kings-
town, R.I. 

Bob made his living 
as a boat and auto 
mechanic. As a youth, 
he was a resident of 
North Kingstown and 
Jamestown, R.I. For the 
last 25 years, Bob made 
his home in Punta 
Gorda. Growing up, 
Bob delighted in na-
ture, collecting reptiles 
and building elaborate 
underground forts. As 
an adult he enjoyed the 
company of friends, 
whether boating, fish-
ing, camping or just 
hanging out. Rest in 
peace, Bob.

In addition to his 
parents, Bob is sur-
vived by a son and 
daughter-in-law, Robert 
L. and Stacey Cahoon; a 
grandson, Noah R. Ca-
hoon; a sister, Suzanne 
Zile and her children, 
Melanie and William 
Zile; grandmothers, 
Rita C. Perry and Mil-
dred Mudge; as well as 
numerous aunts, uncles 
and cousins. 

A Celebration of Life 
will be held at 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 2, 2011 
at Scottie’s, 25354 East 
Marion Ave. Donations 
in Bob’s memory may be 
made to Hospice Care, 
VNA of New England,  
51 Health Lane, Warwick, 
RI 02886. For online 
messages of condolence, 
please visit www. 
CranstonMurphy.com.

Arrangements were 
made in Port Charlotte, 
Fla.

Thurlene  
R. Pawloski

Thurlene R. Pawlos-
ki, 85, of Arcadia, Fla., 
died Sunday, June 26, 
2011. Arrangements are 
by Charlotte Memorial 
Funeral Home, Punta 
Gorda, Fla.

ENGLEWOOD
No deaths were 

reported in Englewood 
Monday.

NORTH PORT
No deaths were 

reported in North Port 
Monday.

DESOTO
No deaths were 

reported in DeSoto 
Monday.

| OBITUARIES

OBITUARY 
POLICY

Obituaries are accepted from 
funeral homes only. There’s 
no charge for publishing an 
abbreviated death notice. Full 
obituaries and repeat death 
notices will be subject to an 
advertising charge.

Obituaries must be received by  
2 p.m. for Tuesday through 
Saturday publication. For Sunday 
publication deadline is noon on 
Saturday. For Monday publication 
deadline is noon on Sunday. The 
American flag accompanying 
an obituary indicates a veteran 
of the U.S. Armed Forces. Please 
send emails to obituaries@ 
sun-herald.com.

Deep Creek Elks, 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. lunch; 5-8 p.m. crock pot special 
at 1133 Capricorn Blvd. Reservations 
requested, not required. 764-6825.

King’s Math Club, 4:15 p.m.-
5:45 p.m. every Tuesday and 
Wednesday at King’s Courtyard 
Community Center, 23456 Olean Blvd., 
Port Charlotte. Program designed to 
tutor students in grades five through 
eight to improve math appreciation and 
skills. Cost, $3 per student, per session. 
Register at 766-9357 or www.MyChrist 
TheKing.com. 

Peace Piecers, 9:30 a.m. 
at First Presbyterian Church of Port 
Charlotte, 2230 Hariet St. 764-1834.

Port Charlotte Chapter 
of Toastmasters Inter-
national, 7:30-8:45 a.m. at the 
PG/PC/NP Association of Realtors, 
3320 Loveland Blvd., Port Charlotte. 
629-0518.

Port Charlotte F.O.E. 
Aerie 3296, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. lunch 
with specials; music Wednesday to 
Friday at 23111 Harborview Road. 
629-1645 or www.FOE3296.com.

Port Charlotte Kayakers, 
5:30 p.m. outside the Port Charlotte 
Beach Complex, 4500 Harbor Blvd. New 
members welcome. 235-2588. 

Port Charlotte Moose 
2121, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. lunch; 5-7:30 p.m. 
rib dinner at 3642 Loveland Blvd. Open 
to members and qualified guests only. 
629-1140. 

Port Charlotte Rotary 
Club, 12:15 p.m. every Wednesday at 
South Port Square, Gables East auxiliary 
dining room, 23053 Westchester Blvd., 
Port Charlotte. 286-7695 or email 
pvlioon@comcast.net.

St. David’s Episcopal 
Youth Group, 6 p.m. at St. David’s 
Episcopal Church, 401 S. Broadway, 
Englewood. Youths invited for weekly 
meetings to prepare a meal together, 
tend their garden, plan activities and 
have fun. 475-7848.

Punta Gorda Moose 
Lodge 1693, 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
lunch at 27590 Disston Ave. Open to 
all members and qualified guests. 
639-7666.

Rotary Club of Harbour 
Heights-Peace River, 7 a.m. 
at Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club,  
4400 Lister St., Port Charlotte, 
except for a 7 p.m. meeting the first 
Wednesday. 

Rotary Club of Port 
Charlotte, 12:15 p.m. at South Port 
Square, Gables East, 23053 Westchester 
Blvd., Port Charlotte (park in informa-
tion center).

Senior Single Mingle, 
5:30-8:30 p.m. every Wednesday in the 
Dolphin Room at The Shell Factory and 
Nature Park, U.S. 41, North Fort Myers. 
Seniors get together and meet new 
people, and enjoy free hors d’oeuvres 
and dancing. 995-2141 or irene 
johnson@shellfactory.com.

Punta Gorda Elks 2606, 
5-8 p.m. buffet dinner; 7-10 p.m. 
karaoke with Sour Notes at 25538 Shore 
Drive. 637-2606, www.puntagordaelks.
org.

Stamp Corner, 8:30 a.m.-
noon in Centennial Hall at the 
Cultural Center of Charlotte County, 
2280 Aaron St., Port Charlotte. 
Stamps and related items are offered 
for sale. Collections appraised for 
free. Donations of used postage 
stamps requested. 625-4175.

�� GAMES

ACBL Duplicate bridge, 
1-4 p.m. at the Punta Gorda Isles Civic 
Association, 2001 Shreve St. Newcomers 
welcome. 575-1755. 

Party bridge, noon-3 p.m. in 
the Music Room at the Cultural Center 
of Charlotte County, 2280 Aaron St., 
Port Charlotte. 625-4175, ext. 208. 

Cribbage, 12:45-4 p.m. at the 
Cultural Center of Charlotte County, 2280 
Aaron St., Port Charlotte. 625-4175, ext. 208.

Double Deck Pinochle, 
5:30-8:30 p.m. in the music room 
at the Cultural Center of Charlotte 
County, 2280 Aaron St., Port Charlotte. 
625-4175, ext. 208.

LaFemme 1526 bingo, 
10:30 a.m. every Wednesday at 
American Legion Post 110, 3152 Harbor 
Blvd., Port Charlotte. Doors open at  
9 a.m.; play is to 1:30 p.m. Free coffee, 
tea and cookies offered and lunch is 
available. 629-7446.

Port Charlotte Shuffle-
board, 1 p.m. Monday to Friday; 
9 a.m. Saturday at Higgs Park, 21400 
Higgs Court, Port Charlotte. Equip-
ment available. Cost, first two days 
free; $10 membership fee.  
235-2153.

Cards & Dominoes, 1-4 p.m. 
every Wednesday at First Presbyterian 
Church of Port Charlotte, 2230 Hariet St. 
235-3107.

Big Dog’s Live Trivia 
Challenge, 7 p.m. each Wednesday 
at Chubby’z 2 Tavern, 4109 Tamiami 
Trail, Port Charlotte. Teams compete 
for gift certificate prizes. Anyone can 
join. Categories include movies, sports, 
history, music and more. Free; open to 
the public. 613-0002.
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PUNTA GORDA — Tra-
vis McCartney graduated 
from Edison State College 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
supervision and manage-
ment in May, and by June 
he was sporting a new 
iPad 2 compliments of the 
Alumni Association.

“This is the best gradu-
ation gift,” McCartney 
beamed while posing 
for a photo with his new 
gadget. “It blew my mind 
actually. I was surprised. 
I’ve had my eye on them 
for a while.”

All spring 2011 gradu-
ates from throughout the 
Edison State district were 
eligible to win the iPad 
if they were one of the 
first 50 to join the Alumni 
Association. The 35-year-
old Charlotte Campus 
student, however, figured 
he missed his opportuni-
ty after waiting two days 

after the iPad promotion 
was announced to join.

“By that point I actu-
ally thought it would’ve 
been too late, but the 
price was right,” McCart-
ney said. “I just signed up 
for the alumni perks.”

Now McCartney is 
looking forward to utiliz-
ing his new iPad 2 in 
the next chapter of his 
professional career. And 
for just $20 a year the 
Port Charlotte resident 
will have the support of 
the Edison State College 
Alumni Association in his 
new endeavors.

“We couldn’t be hap-
pier for Travis,” Alumni 
Relations Coordinator 
Rio DeArmond said. “It’s 
always nice to reward 
deserving students, 
especially as a fellow 
alumnus of Edison State 
College. But the iPad 
really is just the cherry 
on top; with more than 
30,000 alumni, joining 

the Alumni Association 
is a great way for every 
student to begin their 
professional network.”

Benefits of the Alumni 
Association include 

extensive career services, 
discounts on campus 
and throughout South-
west Florida, the Edison 
Connections e-newslet-
ter and much more. For 

more information about 
the Edison State Col-
lege Alumni Association 
please visit www.edison.
edu/alumni or call 239-
489-9015.
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Edison State College Charlotte campus graduate Travis McCartney, center, displays the iPad 2 he 
won from the Edison State College Alumni Association. McCartney is joined by Alumni Relations 
Coordinator Rio DeArmond, left, and Charlotte Campus Development Coordinator Keith Callaghan.                               

| COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
Voluntary  

Pre-K enrollments 
available

The Early Learning 
Coalition of Florida’s 
Heartland, Inc. offers 
VPK enrollments, a free 
preschool service avail-
able to 4-year-old chil-
dren who will be start-
ing kindergarten in the 
following school year. 
VPK provides an op-
portunity to learn and 
practice skills needed 
to be successful in 
kindergarten. Parents 
can enroll their eligible 
child at an ELCFH of-
fice and select from a 
list of local child care 
providers who are cer-
tified to provide VPK. 
Sessions are due to 
start in August. Con-
tact an ELCFH office to 
schedule an appoint-
ment: Charlotte County 
941- 255-1650; DeSoto 
County 863-494-5233; 
Hardee County 863-
767-1002; or Highlands 
County 863-314-9213.

Yard sale to fund 
scholarships

Benjamin J. Baker 
Community Develop-
ment Corporation will 
be holding a scholar-
ship drive yard sale, 
7 a.m. July 23 at the 
Wilson Realty parking 
lot, 4485 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte. The 
Corporation is accept-
ing donations of sale 
items, except clothing 
(only baby clothes are 
accepted). All pro-
ceeds, after expenses, 
will go towards schol-
arships to benefit 2012 
graduating seniors who 
meet the criteria set 
by BJBCDC to receive 
a scholarship. Awards 
will be distributed 

upon confirmation of  
their enrollment in a 
college or trade school. 
To arrange for a drop-
off or pick-up of donat-
ed items, call Cheryl at 
941-347-8849. To make 
a monetary donation, 
mail checks or money 
orders to BJBCDC: 
P.O. Box 511713, Punta 
Gorda, FL  33951-1713. 

Seniors wishing 
to fill out a scholar-
ship application may 
download and print 
the application online 
at www.benjaminjbak-
ercdc.org, under the 
News and Events.

Applications 
accepted  

for art show
The Gifted Gator 

Boutique gift shop in 
conjunction with the 
Punta Gorda Isles Civic 
Association will hold 
it’s 2011 Juried Arts 
& Crafts Show 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Nov. 12 at 
2001 Shreve St., Punta 
Gorda. Applications are 
currently being accept-
ed and are available in 
the Gifted Gator Gift 
Shop. The application 
deadline is Sept. 1. For 
more information, call 
941-505-0607.

Free Meals for 
students program

Charlotte County 
public schools will par-
ticipate in the Summer 
Food Service Program 
during the months of 
June, July and August. 
Summer meal sites that 
are located at schools 
provide meals to all 
children in the imme-
diate vicinity, as well 
as to those enrolled in 
Reading Camp, PAL, 
the YMCA, the Boys & 

Girls Clubs or other 
community programs. 
All Charlotte County 
children through age 
18 are eligible for 
meals at no charge. To 
participate and register 
your child in the Sum-
mer Food Service Pro-
gram, call Joyce Welsh 
at 941-575-5400, ext. 
111, or 888-532-4112.

Donations needed 
for Homeless 

Coalition
The Charlotte County 

Homeless Coalition is 
in need of supplies for 
the Hot Meal program 
for the area’s home-
less. The coalition is 
reaching out to the 
community and asking 
for donations of basic 
staples such as coffee, 
margarine, canned veg-
etables, spaghetti sauce 
and more. To donate or 
for more information, 
call 941-627-4313.

Music festival  
to be held

The 2011 Summer 
Fest music festival will 
be held July 2 at the 
Charlotte County Fair-
grounds, 2333 El Jobean 
Road, Port Charlotte. 
Gates will open at  
11:30 a.m. and the 
event will feature Aaron 
Neville, Les Getrex, Terry 
Hogan and The Bourbon 
Blues Band, The Crash-
ers, Brown Suga and the 
winner of Alli-Gators 
Fest Quest karaoke con-
test. Tickets cost $28 for 
VIP seating and $18 for 
general admission. Tick-
ets may be purchased by 
phone at 941-206-1555, 
or stop by the Charlotte 
Sun newspaper office at 
23170 Harborview Road, 
Charlotte Harbor.

Community 
outreach event
The Heart of Mercy 

ministry outreach will 
offer free food, clothing, 
music, fellowship, prayer 
and more from 11 a.m.- 
3 p.m. July 2 next to 
Dairy Queen, 3311 
Tamiami Trail, Port Char-
lotte. The public is wel-
come. For more informa-
tion, call 941-763-2244, 
or visit www.hmercy.com 
or www.heartofmercyout 
reach.com.

Kids workshop 
offered

The Punta Gorda 
Home Depot will offer a 
“Build. Learn. Create.” 
free children’s workshop 
from 9 a.m. to noon  
July 2 at 3941 Tamiami 
Trail. The workshop is 
designed to teach chil-
dren do-it-yourself skills 
and tool safety, while 
helping to instill a sense 
of accomplishment. 
Children will be able to 
take home their newly 
constructed project kit, 
a kid-size Home Depot 
orange apron, and an 
achievement pin. For 
more information, call 
Linda at 941-575-9799, 
ext. 411.

Fundraiser to 
benefit Guardian 
ad Litem children

Dean’s South of the 
Border will hold a Dean’s 
Celebrity Bartender 
Supports Voices For Kids 
fundraiser for 9 p.m. July 
3 at 130 Tamiami Trail, 
Punta Gorda. Dean him-
self will be tending bar 
and will donate all his 
tips as well as contribu-
tions to Voices For Kids. 
Music will be provided 
by Kapo Kings from 6 to 

10 p.m., and at 9 p.m. 
there will be a wing eat-
ing contest held. 

 VFK is a non-profit 
agency supporting 
Florida’s 20th Judicial 
Circuit Guardian Ad Li-
tem program. Guardian 
Ad Litem is a volunteer 
program to represent 
children in the foster 
care system and advo-
cate on their behalf. 
These children have 
many needs, clothing, 
toys, basic grooming 
items, beds etc. They 
often arrive at a foster 
home with nothing but 
the clothing on their 
backs. The public is in-
vited to come out, have 
a good time and help 
support a worthy cause. 
Donations of cloth-
ing, shoes, toys and 
grooming items may be 
brought to Deans any-
time during the day. For 
more information, call 
941-575-6100.

Independence  
Day celebration
Smugglers Enterprises 

and the Charlotte Sun 
will present the 4th Fest 
2011 event July 3 and 4 
at Laishley Park, 100 E. 
Retta Esplanade, Punta 
Gorda. The family-ori-
entated two-day festival 
will run from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. both days. The 
event will feature live 
music, vendors, food, 
waterslides of all sizes, 
Paul Bunyan Lumberjack 
shows each day and on 
Monday, a Battle of the 
Bands competition and, 
of course, the fireworks 
display begins at 9 p.m. 
Admission is $3 for adults 
at the gate; children ages 
12 and under are admit-
ted at no charge. For 
more information, call 
941-637-5953. 
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 www.LTaylorFuneral.com
 Now Available to you 24 hrs A Day At Your Convenience

 We’re Not Just In Your Neighborhood...We’re Part of Your Community
 When it comes to funerals there are as many 
 options as there are people. We take pride in 
 being able to say we offer them all.

 833-0600
 1515 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda
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