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“Assessment was the missing link.”  That’s the way Professor Mike Molloy 
describes his experiences with assessment and perfecting his courses.  If that 
sounds like a cliché, then just think about what it was that made you step 
back and reevaluate your classroom.  Was it what you did in the classroom?  
Or was it the way your class responded, directly or indirectly, to what you did 
in the classroom?  It’s never what you did.  It’s always whether it was 
successful or not.  Professor Molloy is right.

Mike Molloy is Professor of Audio Technology at FSW.  He’s also the author of 
the College Credit Certificate Program housed within the School of Arts, 
Humanities, and Social Sciences.  His five course program begins by teaching 
would-be sound engineers how sound works, what sound waves really 
describe or mean, how to process and mix sound through the use of a digital 
workstation, and how to properly wire a studio for sound recording.  A 
student who completes the program walks away with a comprehensive 
portfolio that speaks to the many skills, techniques, and practices that make a 
worthy sound engineer in the workforce.
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All of this means that real-time reaction to what’s happening in the classroom is important for the 
instructor.  In the first year of the program, Professor Molloy spent a lot of time giving specific critique 
to students as they miked* a sound studio, or bounced# a song.  After working with the Office of 
Academic Assessment, it became clear that approaching the process from a creative point of view 
meant that scoring or rating a strong candidate at the time of the recording or studio set-up/take-
down, while straightforward for an expert, leaves little room for reflection.  It would be easier, 
Professor Molloy supposed, to set up criteria (i.e., a rubric) ahead of time.  With a little preparation, 
rubrics, would allow for that reflective thought later on.  Did most of my students struggle with 
miking?  Am I spending a little too much time on notation and not enough on resonance?  Professor 
Molloy doesn’t worry about these questions anymore because he immediately knows the answers 
after the last student finishes the project.  “It influences my workflow in developing course content 
between Summer/Fall/Spring terms now.  I get real-time response assessment now, and that’s so 
important because that drives my instruction for the next project, which builds on the last,” Professor 
Molloy said.

Michael Molloy
Professor of Audio 

Technology

*Miked means setting a studio or stage with proper microphone hardware/software #Bounce essentially means you 
render a song from data into audio.  In audio recording, you prepare a song by parts (guitar, vocals, etc.).  So a 
recording studio, when ready, sums those parts into a whole, which is the song.  They bounce it.  



Professor Molloy started with a Pre-
/Post- disposition survey asking 
students to reflect on their comfort 
levels with topics or tasks that his 
courses cover (shown in Figure 1).  
The results from that report, and the 
successes Professor Molloy was able to 
examine, brought him to the most 
absorbing phase of assessment.  It 
brought him to the point where any 
good faculty member asks, “What else 
can I do with this?”  And now this story 
has gone full circle…or is it full cycle?
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Comparison of responses to disposition questions in MUM 2601C Recording Techniques (II) 
survey prompt asking students to reflect on statements about experience or knowledge on topics 
covered in the course. Questions from left to right (More negative to More positive) reflects the 
ordinal options “Disagree”, “Somewhat Agree”, “Agree”, “Moderately Agree”, and “Strongly 
Agree.” Questions 1 through 10 ask about: (1) Mixing console, (2) Recording equipment to hard 
drive and DAW, (3) Acoustics, diffusion/absorption, (4) Tonal quality, (5) Vocal tracks miking, 
track capturing, (6) Acoustic guitar miking, track capturing, (7) Bass guitar miking, track 
capturing, (8) Drum miking, track capturing, (9) Electric guitar miking, track capturing, and (10) 
microphone types.

Figure 1
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Academic Assessment

Online Resources for Your Use

Whether you are new to the College, or you are a veteran professor, keeping 
up to date with assessment and student learning is continually in the 
forefront of what you do.  Florida SouthWestern State College, in its 
Academic Assessment Mission, is focused on assessment and on advancing 
student learning at all levels:  course, department/program, and 
institutional.  As a College, we see assessment as a means by which to 
measure achievement, inform improvement, and make decisions regarding 
our programs and curriculum in a continuous cycle of data-driven 
innovation.

For faculty at FSW, there is an abundance of information on assessment 
available online at https://www.fsw.edu/facultystaff/assessment.  At this 
site, there is access to Learning Assessment Committee information; Course 
Level Assessment, including annual Course Level Assessment Plans; general 
Education Assessment, including current and previous General Education 
Assessment Plans; General Education Competencies, including rubrics that 
may be used in their entirety or in parts: Communications and 
Presentations, including many of the PowerPoints shown, published reports, 
and back issues of DataVersed and other newsletter publications; Program 
Reviews; and a page with Terms and Definitions.  The material available on 
the Academic Assessment pages on the FSW site is regularly refreshed.

https://www.fsw.edu/facultystaff/assessment
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