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The pandemic posed a 
problem for our libraries.  That 
litt le bundle of ribonucleic acid 
wrapped up in protein that we 
not-so-lovingly know as 
COVID-19 survives on surfaces 
for a few days.  It doesn?t ?live? 
as such since it needs a living 
cell to create more of itself; 
unfortunately for the human 
race, it is our cells that it is able 
to invade and repurpose the 
chemical apparatus of cell 
reproduction to make more of 

itself. Not much of this has 
anything to do with today?s 
Connect, Collaborate and 
Innovate; I just wanted to inject 
some chemistry into my 
musings.  The bit that does 
concern us here is the fact that 
COVID-19 doesn?t degrade fast.  
It exists on surfaces such as, 
say a book, for a few days.  
This means that our libraries 
have had to protect us from 
encountering the virus by 
quarantining books for days 

before allowing someone else 
to touch them.  This is all fine 
for the books in the stack; well, 
fine if no one else had been 
desperate to look at the 
Hudlicky?s Chemistry of Organic 
Fluorine Compounds in the last 
day or two.  But if you had 
wanted to see the reserved 
copy of your humanities 
textbook for today?s 
assignment, there might be a 
problem.  Giving out the one 
reserve copy of a textbook 



every 3 days might not quite 
meet the needs of our students.   
But our librarians never let a 
good problem go unsolved.  
They could scan the textbooks 
and provide access digitally to 
individual chapters.  "Wait, what 
about copyright", I hear you 
scream!  No problem.  IT has 
access to technology that can 
provide a PDF that can only be 
viewed for a specified period of 
time (3 hours, 12 hours, 21 days, 
etc.) and that does not allow 
printing: that should keep the 
Copyright Monsters at bay.  "OK 
you say, but scans of textbooks 
? especially the thick ones which 
don?t open well ? are often awful 
not to mention that it take a 
long time to scan many pages".  
Solved: the Bookeye 5 is 
designed to scan books quickly 
with its V shaped book cradle 
and advanced optics.  The 'What 
You See Is What You Get ' screen 

makes the whole process easy 
(so the advertisement says).

The Scanner has been ordered; 
the testing of the delivery 
system is underway: we should 
be able to deliver reserve 
material digitally by the end of 
the semester, probably sooner.  
And beyond reserve materials, 
perhaps there are other article 

or books segments that you 
would like your students to 
access?  Contact Dr. Richard 
Hodges, the Director of Library 
services (Richard.Hodges
@fsw.edu) if you have any 
innovative ideas of your own.

While we are chatting about 
digital resources, I would be 
remiss if I didn't point out 
(again) that some courses have 
converted to Open Educational 
Resources (OER?s) so that 
students have access to the 
digital materials for free anyway.  
Perhaps you are interested in 
reducing the cost of education 
for students by using OER?s?  If 
so,  the Library is FSW?s own 
?OER ??? Us? hub: Arenthia 
Herren can help you find OER 
sources and understanding any 
copyright issues associated with 
them (Arenthia.Herren
@fsw.edu). 
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Meanwhile, Jade Dillinger has, 
once again,  been busy in the 
Bob Rauschenberg Gallery.  
The ?minimalist? art of Olivier 
Mosset and Mike Biblo has 
gone.  (Jade gently corrected 
me when I struggled for a way 
to describe the Mosset/Bidlo 
exhibit and came up with 
?bleak? ? minimalist is definitely 
a better way to describe with 
work hidden behind those 
multiple white canvases).  The 
Cristo and Jeanne-Claude 
exhibit is more vibrant.  I had 
looked up these artists when 
Jade first mentioned the plan 
to display their work; I should 
say concept drawings and 
images of the results, since 
Christo and Jeanne-Claude do 
large scale art projects like 

surrounding islands in 
Biscayne Bay with floating pink 
fabric or a 'Running Fence' 
stretching 24 miles across 
southern California (the Exhibit 
includes pieces of the fence's 
fabric).   Looking at the web 
pages didn't have anywhere 
near the impact of seeing the 
detailed concept drawings - art 
work in their own right - and 
images of the final grand-scale 
products.   The collaboration of 
the artists with official across 
the globe to create provocative 
and inspirational art is 
fascinating in its own right.  I 
hope that you get a chance to 
visit the Bob Rauschenberg 
Gallery this semester to see 
the exhibit up close.  
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I'll finish by hoping that we 
will get a chance to connect in 
person soon, and that the 
Global Pandemic will come to 
an end for us.  In the 
meantime, if trees can wear 
face masks, can't humans?  
For a few more months just 
to keep that oh-not-so-nice 
COVID-19 from making more 
of itself?
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