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Edison State College CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
FRIDAY, SEPTTjMBER 25, 2009, at 1:00 PM in TAENI HALL' ROOM S 117

Information Item

To facilitate understanding ofproposed chan ges in the Cuticulum Committee Prccess and the
Curticulurrr Commiltee Ptoposol Forms,Dr. Steve Atkins, Vice Presidcnt ofAcademic and
Student Affairs. explained the interface ofthe Student Assessment Committee with the
Cuniculum Committee before presenting Action It€ms ## 1 & 2 on behalf of Academic
Services Manager Pam Mangenc. Dr. Atkins informed the Curriculum Committee that the
Student Assessment Committee has three sub-committees: general education; assessment; and
program-level outcomes. Fldison State Collegc's Student Asscssment Committee (SAC) will
help prevent the proliferation ofcourses based on individual agendas. which is a major concem
ol'the regional cducational accrediting agency, Southern Association ofColleges and Schools
(SACS). For this reason, either Dean Bill Roshon or Dcan Robert Beeson will sign oli on a
proposal beforc the proposal reachcs the Cuniculum Committee. Dr. Atkins pointed out that
proposals will be enhanced by going through the Student Assessment Committec. Dr- Atkins
sees the involvement ofthe Student Assessment Committce, as well as lhe lpdated Curriculum
Committee Ptucess,helping thc Curriculum Committee focus on substantive issues. such as
quality ofassessmenls. course similarities. course consistency. degrce enhancement and value'
rather than spending inordinate amounts of time on grammatical corrections Curriculum
(bmmittce Vice Chair. Prof'essor Jennifer Grove. asked what time on the F'riday before the
Curriculum Committee meeting will documents be available lbr review by Curriculum
Committee members. Dr. Atkins replied that the proposals will be on the Document Manager by
noon ol'the Irriday belbre the Cuniculum Committee mccting.

Aclion ltems ## I and 2 were ,oted on together. On a yoice Vole, the Proposals were
Accepted with Minor Correclions. The correcliorrs v)erc to make obtaining Facully
Endorsernenls theli6l step in the updated Curriculum Commillee Process AND placing
"Foculty Endorserfient" as the FIRST ehdorsernenl on ALL oflhe Curticulum Cornmiltee
Proposal Forms. It was noted ,hat the "Delelion oJ Cou6es" Fotm had not been updaled.
fheJinal cotectionfor the Proposal Foms was lo place the sentence "After rcview and
signing this proposal, the Districl Deah will relum this ptoposal lo the Departmenl Chair or
Prcgram Coordirralot" AFTER the Disltict Dean of Instuction Errdorsement on lhe
"Ne Expe menlol Cou6e Proposal For,rL"

Action It€m # 1

Proposal: Academic Services Manager, Pam Mangene, proposed an updated, revised
Cufticulurn Comhittee Process. The applicable date would be Fall 2009

Explanation. The updated Proce.rr reflects Edison State College's transition from a two-year
institution to a four-year, bachelor-level college and acknowledges resulting intemal
organizational changes. Professor Amanda Pollift had a question on the process 1)/io,' to # | in
lhe tevised Curriculum Commillee Process, Dr. Atkins commented that a Foposal could be
developed for a request for change. Concunent with discussion about placing the faculty
endorsemenVcomments section on the C,rriculum Commiltee Proposdl lrotzrs before any other



cndorsements/signatues, it was determined that the Curriculum Committee Process have
lbcultv endorsemcnt as the initial step.

the ProDosal was AcceDted with Minor Conections.

Proposal: Academic Services Manager, Pam Mangene, proposed updated and rcvised
Curiculum Committee Proposal Forms: Change ofCourse Proposdl Form;
Nev/Experimental ('.ourse Proposal I'orm; Othcr Action Pfttposal Form: and New Program
Proposal F-orm. The applicable date $r'ould bc Fall 2009.

Explanation: 
'l hese revised fbrms streamline previous versions and reflect intemal

organizational changes at the college as a result ofbecoming a four-year institution Department
Chair Mike Nisson askcd whcther adjuncts should be part ofthe f'aculty endorsement. Dr.
Atkins said that endorsements should be limited to f'ull-time faculty. Regarding cndorsements.
Prol'essor Barbara Criffith suggested having e-mail with names ofsupportive faculty Chair
Mary Conwell urged the Committcc to consider requiring the name ofeach endorsing faculty
member listed on thc endorsement. However. most members l'avored a certified count
expandable by minutes ol't'aculty meetings. Vice Chair Jennil'er Grove was concerned that there
are no district wide Dl-A meetings. Prot'essor Lisa Rice Mccarity inquired about Dr. Atkins'
experience with obtaining faculty endorsements. Dr. Atkins opined that chair consensus is
usually adequate- Supporting documentation for l'aculty endorsements can be lound in
deparlmenl mceting minutcs. IIcad t, ibrarian Bil l Shuluk advocated aspiritoftrustingthe
integrity ofdcparlment chairs to accuralely assess faculty suppon in reporting facully
endorsement fbr Curriculum Committee proposals; such spirit promotes the collegialand open
atmosphere ol'a college environment. Along with content offaculty endorsements on the
Curiculum Commillee Proposal Forms, discussion concerned the critical issue ofplacement of
thc faculty endorsements section on the forms. It was agreed 1() place faculty endorsements and
comments before any ofthc other signatures on the proposal forms and to allow a depanment
chair to say a majority of f:iculty approved a proposal, with documentation in the department
meeting minutes.

Recommendation: On a Voice Vote. the Proposalwas Accepted with Minor Conections.

Recommendation: On a Voice Vote,

Status:

Action Item # 2

Status:

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Conwell. J.D.
Chair of Ctmiculum Commiftee
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End of Report


